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read recently shout the Indi-
ducation’s review of sogial sfud--
te schools. According to.some
these booles are boring. dull, . .
unfit for students!” as reportg
@ Star’s Andy Gammill

ard decided to reject th : e_l;fi'"' e list of tex:
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e we've all experienced uninspirng text-
our §chool days, and survived with our in-
earning intact But I believe'parents;
teachers and school adrminisfrators
will agree on one point: Ws hard to...
stiniulate kids' curiosity today and.
boring books don’t ose of us
B
will as-
aFebor-

latly worried that students
sume that if history b

. ng
- = Wiy warries were heightened one
* Rosenthal recent'day'when I happened to hear
B ; “disc jockeys on the North Central
High School radio station bantering. They wondered -
- “if there Wris ever a time in America’s history when
" politics was notso-aceimonious. One disc jockey said,
" “T think we used to have just one patty around the
| "1800s” The other disc jockey quipped, ‘Man, I don’t,
know beeause 1 just tune out in so¢al studies class”” |
. One antidote for the boring textbook may bea”
ands-on learning experienc Willizin Butler
. Veats, the Irish poet, said,: vig'not filling a
bucket, it’s lighting a fire” T at we try to do
every day at Conner Prairie, Central Indiana’s lead-
ing interactive-museum for Hoosier history.
. The vision of Eli Lilly, our founder, called for Con-
Cier e t0 §erve as a place that connects people
¢ in ways that books cat. Our exhibits -
-“inchiding 1823 Conner House; 1836 Prairietown, 1886 -
Liberty Corner, and the proposed 1859 Ballooit Voy--
sge; which will celebrate Indiana’s-vich: m heri-
| ‘tage in 2009 — imumerse visitors i and
. offer Hands-on experiences. The | '
.+exhibit, based on-the first airmail de :
world, places the visitor in 1859 in Lafayette, Ind.
Not only does it tell the story, but it actually allows
Yisitois to take off In'419th century-style téthered
. Why does interactive learning matter? Simply put,
"I helieve i's one way we can excite students about
education irr all’ disciplines — especially history. To-
day, more than ever, hands-on learning can light the .|
“fire for learning. . SRS
That’s why 1t matters. There’s still plenty of room
for books and other printed materials in the class-
room and elsewhere. But fnuseums like Conner Prai-
rie offer learning opportunities that are exciting and |
inspirational for students of all ages. And that's |-
something every parent, teacher.and school adminis- |
trator can agree on - ST ey
4 Rosentha! is president and CEU of Conner Prafrie. .« .




